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The powers that be had decided to let Jinwoo have his way. His stock 
with the Hunter Command Center had skyrocketed after he defeated 
Thomas. From their perspective, they didn’t want their relationship 
with Jinwoo to sour because of the Scavenger Guild’s missteps. After 
all, Thomas was still alive, wasn’t he? 


Adam had been ordered to attend to Jinwoo and proceed with the 
schedule as planned. He swallowed hard as he made eye contact 
with Jinwoo. 
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This is the man who crushed the Scavenger Guild...... 


Under normal circumstances, Jinwoo was a powerful hunter with 
common sense. However, Adam had witnessed with his own eyes 
what happened when Jinwoo became enraged. 


And truth be told, he was a bit envious of Jinho that this rage had 
emerged in the name of protecting those Jinwoo considered his 
people. 


“Oh boy, will you look how late it is.” Adam smiled after checking the 
time. “Shall we go?” 


“Sure.” 


Adam escorted Jinwoo past a wall of reporters to a car waiting for 
them. 


Ka-shak, ka-shak, ka-shak, ka-shak, ka-shak! 


The press continued taking pictures until their car was no longer in 
view. 


En route to the International Guild Conference, Adam explained 
what had recently transpired. “We have testimony from Dongsoo 
Hwang’s accomplices. The Hunter Command Center will soon release 
a statement regarding the whole incident.” 


Adam kept emphasizing that this wouldn’t affect Jinwoo, and the 
hunter was glad to hear it. Jinwoo was in the US to collect 
information at the International Guild Conference on the magic beast 
who looked like his father. 


He had questioned Dongsoo’s shadow soldier, but he didn’t know 
much, either. The creature had emerged alone from a dungeon, had 
the power signature of a magic beast, and had gotten pissed off at 
the mention of Jinwoo. 


So is he or isn’t he......? 
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There was a good chance it wasn’t his father, because his real father 
would’ve come to see his family first. Jinwoo’s curiosity grew as he 
found out more about this man. 


Then, there were Kamish’s last words to Jinwoo before he vanished. 


“There exist four humans who have borrowed the powers of the 
Rulers. Beware!” 


Five hunters had survived Kamish’s raid. Chances were four of the 
five national-level hunters had borrowed power from the Rulers. 


Somebody recently killed one of them. 


Christopher Reed...... But who was powerful enough to force a 
national-level hunter to burn down his mansion and the surrounding 
woods? Perhaps one of the Monarchs mentioned by the King of 
Giants? If not, did it have anything to do with the recent changes in 
the dungeons? 


As various thoughts raced through his head, he spotted the venue for 
the conference in the distance. 


* OK OK 


When Jinwoo entered the building, all conversations and exchanges 
of greetings stopped. Some looked at him with curiosity while others 
regarded him with fear. Thomas Andre used to rule like a king among 
hunters, but Jinwoo was the Asian hunter who had beaten Thomas 
within an inch of his life. 


Everyone was abuzz about Jinwoo, but no one dared approach him. 
Nobody knew why he had taken down the Scavenger Guild. Why 
even risk greeting Jinwoo when he might’ve thrashed Thomas for 
simply looking at him the wrong way? Despite being hunters of 
magic beasts, they all averted their eyes. 
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Following a lunch hosted by the Hunter Command Center, everyone 
filed into the main hall, where people presented on a variety of 
topics. But none of them interested Jinwoo, as most of the 
discussions revolved around current events. 


eee This wouldn't be so boring if Jinho was here. 


Jinwoo patiently waited for something to come up that was worthy 
of his attention. Eventually, one lecture finally piqued his curiosity, 
though it wasn’t quite what he’d been hoping for. 


“As you know, a number of gates have spawned lately, and along 
with them, some powerful magic beasts.” 


This wasn’t news to anyone congregating in the conference. A few 
scientists had already presented on the subject earlier, so there was 
little interest among the attendees. 


“But what you may not know is that some strange movement has 
been detected in the skies.” 


The hunters finally perked up, Jinwoo included. 


“Others have already brought up the fact that the concentration of 
magic power in the air has grown denser of late.” The scientist was 
excited now that he had everyone’s attention. “Allow me to refer to 
this magic in the atmosphere as ‘magic matter’ until we come up 
with a better name for it.” 


Dr. Belzer then gestured to a world map on the screen behind him. 
Using a laser pointer, he indicated several locations. 


“Did you know this magic matter is clustered in the skies above 
several countries?” 


The chatter from the hunters got louder. The scientist waited for 
them to quiet down. 


“In total, there are nine areas where magic matter has accumulated.” 
The doctor listed them off. “...The province of Alberta, Canada. And 
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finally, where the most magic matter has accumulated: Seoul, South 
Korea.” 


No sooner had Jinwoo heard this through an interpreter on his 
earpiece than the other hunters in the room looked over at him. 
Jinwoo had read the article about himself on the ride here, and 
judging by the way everyone was Staring at him over an unrelated 
matter, it was clear that everyone else had, too, and it was coloring 
their view of him. When Jinwoo scanned the other hunters, every 
one of them avoided his gaze. 


He sighed seeing the fear in their eyes. 
Looks like there’s been a huge misunderstanding. 


Still, Jinwoo had no choice but to wait for the Hunter Command 
Center to clear the air. 


Dr. Belzer attempted to lighten the awkward atmosphere by cracking 
a joke. “I read the article this morning as well, but don’t blame 
Hunter Sung. If he was the cause of all this magic matter, he 
wouldn’t be a hunter, would he?” 


Ha-ha-ha-ha-ha! 
There was a smattering of nervous laughter before Dr. Belzer 


continued. “As you may have already guessed, | haven’t been able to 
find any common factors among all these locations.” 


It would be hard to find the cause if there was no commonality, 
especially considering how unprecedented it was. The scientist then 
brought up a new image on the screen. 


“Here. This shows the skies above the nine places | mentioned.” 


He added that a magic power-—detecting camera from a satellite had 
taken the image and that it had been enhanced for easier viewing. 
People could see the clusters of magic matter in the skies above the 
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nine locations. In person, the phenomenon wouldn't have looked 
that bad, but even without the image enhancement, it appeared far 
from natural. 


Hunters gasped as they looked at the large screen. They needed to 
discover the reason behind this quickly. The skies above Seoul 
appeared especially concerning, making it look like the capital was 
the eye of a storm. Jinwoo wondered why there were nine. 


Could it have anything to do with the nine Monarchs? 


There was no way this was just a coincidence. However, since the 
King of Giants was already dead, the number nine didn’t have the 
same significance. 


At that moment, Dr. Belzer snuck a look at Jinwoo. Their eyes met 
again, but this time, the scientist was no longer laughing. 


“Since we don’t know the cause of this phenomenon, we currently 
have no way to handle it.” With that, Dr. Belzer wrapped up his long 
presentation. “However, although we have no method at the 
moment, we must work toward one, as our world is about to 
radically change once again.” 


* OK OK 


As the scheduled programming came to a close, Mr. Brannon, the 
director of the Hunter Command Center, took the stage to make an 
important announcement. His unscheduled appearance caused quite 
a Stir. 


Was he going to make an official statement regarding last night’s 
incident? The director had to ask the audience to settle down. 


“There is an urgent matter | must bring to every hunter’s attention.” 
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The hunters gathered here were the top in their field, not a gaggle of 
rowdy schoolchildren. 


The director’s sentence sent a chilly silence through the room. The 
average person could not fathom the level of concentration the 
highest-rank hunters possessed as a basic instinct. 


Mr. Brannon nodded as he scanned the room until he spotted 
Jinwoo. 


Hunter Jinwoo Sung...... 


Mr. Brannon had been briefed on every single detail about 
yesterday’s incident, and he greeted the man at the center of it all 
with his eyes, expressing his appreciation to the hunter for sparing 
Thomas’s life. Without knowing exactly what was going on, the other 
hunters stirred upon seeing the director acknowledge Jinwoo. 


After a brief pause, Mr. Brannon continued. “With a heavy heart, | 
regret to inform you that......” 


The time had come. Jinwoo realized this was the moment he had 
been waiting for. 


rere two weeks ago, Hunter Christopher Reed was killed by unknown 
assailants.” 


* OK OK 


It was a frightening revelation to the hunters in the audience. To 
hear that one of the most powerful of their ilk had been murdered 
was an even bigger shock than the incident involving Jinwoo. It 
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wasn’t just a matter of who won or lost in a fight between two 
powerful hunters. 


The director presented some information on the screen. Remnants 
of the fire, a mansion in ashes, and the corpse of Christopher Reed 
with a huge hole in his chest. Moans were heard throughout the 
room as the images confirmed the death of a national-level hunter. 
No one could deny that Christopher had been murdered. 


Director Brannon was flooded with questions, but he shook them off. 
“I’m sorry, but I’ll present the facts before | field any questions.” 


He had more important things to do than answer queries. The 
director briefly stole a glance at the corner of the room where 
Jinwoo was planted, quietly contemplating the matter at hand. 
Director Brannon had mixed feelings about Jinwoo’s placid 
demeanor. However, there was no time to waste. He pressed a 
button on a remote to change the image on the screen. 


“This is the prime suspect in this case.” 


The face of an Asian man filled the screen. The hunters immediately 
noticed something odd. He closely resembled someone in the room. 
But with what had happened to Thomas fresh on their minds, no one 
dared share their thoughts. 


ee ” Jinwoo pursed his lips. 


The photograph, which had to have been taken when the man was 
brought to the Hunter Command Center to be identified, resembled 
his father to a T. Jinwoo bit his lower lip. 


Why was my father......? 


Dungeons were the territory of the Rulers, but Jinwoo had no idea 
why they would send out a magic beast in the form of his father. 
Whatever the reason, he could feel the rage building inside him. 
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The other hunters mistook the reason for his anger, so they tried real 
hard not to glance his way. 


Don’t look back. Don’t look back. 

They only look alike; it’s just a coincidence. 

Asians look very similar to one another, don’t they? 
But no matter how | look at that picture...... 


The director referred to IIhwan Sung as “Suspect S.” He went on to 
explain where Suspect S had been found, what had happened during 
this discovery, as well as what had followed. The hunters were taken 
aback to hear he had beaten up Dongsoo Hwang during the 
interrogation and escaped. 


Dongsoo Hwang was someone the Hunter Command Center had 
recognized for his abilities and scouted to the US. He was an ace 
hunter with the Scavenger Guild, one of the best guilds in the world. 
Since Dongsoo’s death had yet to be made public, the news of his 
defeat was shocking. Heck, even a national-level hunter wouldn’t 
have lasted long if they went up against a group of hunters at 
Dongsoo’s level. No wonder Suspect S was the Hunter Command 
Center’s prime suspect. 


“The Hunter Command Center has officially concluded that 
humanoid magic beasts escaped from a dungeon and targeted 
Hunter Reed.” 


As Director Brannon continued to speak, footage of Suspect S 
stepping on Dongsoo’s neck appeared on the screen behind him. The 
prospect of Suspect S holding enough power to stomp on a powerful 
S-rank hunter such as Dongsoo like a tiny bug horrified those in 
attendance. But Jinwoo wasn’t surprised. The Rulers had the power 
to create dungeons, and those same beings had created Suspect S, a 
magic beast, with a certain purpose. 


It would’ve been more shocking if Dongsoo Hwang had won. 
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Jinwoo was concentrating on Suspect S. He appeared to be trying to 
communicate with Dongsoo in the footage. 


Is he......talking to Dongsoo? 


Jinwoo’s eyes shot wide open as he focused his perception like he 
often did in battle. Time seemed to slow down, and he began 
reading Suspect S’s lips. 


AO ssieCwin Don’t ever set foot in Korea. | say this not for my son’s sake 
but for your own. You won’t be able to close your eyes even 
when your’re dead.” 


Ba-dump! 
Jinwoo’s heart raced. That last part...... 
Did he say......not able to close your eyes when you’re dead? 


If JInwoo had read the man’s lips correctly, that meant Suspect S 
knew about his existence. Luckily, there was an easier way to verify 
the contents of the conversation. Jinwoo hastily called to the most 
recent addition to his shadow army. 


Greed! 
The new soldier responded immediately to the unspoken question. 
It is as you suspect, my king. 


While Jinwoo’s mind raced, the director’s long explanation came to 
an end. 


“We’re asking the international community to be on the lookout for 
Suspect S. Please contact us as soon as you locate this man. That is 
all.” 


With that, the floodgates opened, and the questions poured out 
again as hands flew up in the air. 
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“Yes, the hunter over there?” The director pointed to someone. 
“Is there any evidence that Suspect S isn’t human?” 


“His magic power signature was identical to that of a magic beast. 
Next hunter.” 


“You said he insisted he was a man who went missing in a dungeon. 
Did the hunter he claimed to be actually exist?” 


“Yes, he did exist. Next hunter.” 
“Then why don’t you reveal his identity?” 


“Oh......” Director Brannon tried his best not to look at Jinwoo as he 
responded. “We have decided not to reveal his identity because he is 
related to one of the hunters here.” 


That put a sudden end to the questions, as the statement pretty 
much confirmed their suspicions. 


The room had fallen silent, so the director prepared to leave the 
stage. “Any last questions?” 


Someone sitting in the last row raised his hand and opened his 
mouth even before the director pointed to him. 


“Wouldn’t it be easier to track him down if you revealed his 
identity?” 


Even without looking, everyone knew from the deep voice speaking 
Chinese that it was Zhigang Liu, the seven-star and national-level 
hunter. Surrounded by his guildmates, dozens of China’s best 
hunters, Zhigang gazed at the director with a serious expression. 


The director was at a loss for words, but Zhigang pressed him again. 
“Don’t you think so, Mr. Brannon?” 


The Hunter Command Center had decided to classify Suspect S’s 
information, but Director Brannon couldn’t see any reason to refuse. 
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Beep. 


He pressed a button on the remote control, and IIhwan Sung’s 
information was revealed on the screen. 


The room erupted in gasps and murmurs. The hunters couldn’t 
believe that the first humanoid magic beast emerging from a 
dungeon had taken the form of Jinwoo’s missing father. Could this be 
a mere coincidence? 


Zhigang observed the screen before raising his hand again. 
The director acknowledged him. “...... Hunter Liu.” 
“| have a question for Hunter Sung.” 


The director looked at Jinwoo, who nodded and turned to face 
Zhigang. 


Zhigang’s voice resounded through the large room. “If Suspect S 
really is your missing father and hunters try to take him down, what 
will you do?” 


Jinwoo thought about it for a second. “If he’s a magic beast, | will 
end him with my own hands. But if he’s my actual father......” 


What then? The others waited with bated breath. 


“| will protect my family even if it means becoming an enemy of all 
hunters.” 


* OK OK 


“Did you really mean that?” Adam had been waiting for Jinwoo 
outside the conference room. 


Jinwoo knew exactly what the agent was referring to. He smiled. 
“Yes,” 


“Ha-ha......” This was no laughing matter, but Adam couldn’t help 
himself at Jinwoo’s smile. 
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More than five hundred top-rank hunters, the elite of the elite, 
representing 120 countries, had been in that conference room by the 
Hunter Command Center’s invitation. Jinwoo had told them straight 
to their faces that he had no problem “becoming an enemy of all 
hunters.” That wasn’t something one could pull off with courage 
alone. 


More surprisingly, not one person had mocked him for it. Zhigang, 
for example, was known to be ruthless, but even he quietly observed 
Jinwoo’s declaration without contesting it. The Hunter Command 
Center agents who had been watching the event via monitors had 
also gone slack-jawed over Jinwoo’s pronouncement, Adam 
included. 


Presently, Adam sounded impressed. “Only two people in the world 
could have gotten away with saying something like that in front of 
those people, Hunter Sung.” 


Jinwoo was curious. “Who’s the other person......?” 


“He’s in the hospital right now.” Adam’s bitter smile made it clear to 
whom he was referring. 


Considering Thomas’s arrogant personality, it made sense. 
Though I’m not sure he has a leg to stand on anymore. 
Jinwoo smiled wryly as he recalled Thomas’s face as he surrendered. 


Adam began detailing what was next on the agenda. “Next is the 
dinner party. The Hunter Command Center went all out, so if you 
don’t have anything urgent to attend to—” 


Jinwoo shook his head. “I’m planning to go to the hospital.” 
“Pardon?” Adam was puzzled. 


Had Jinwoo sustained an injury last night? That was to be expected. 
It had been such a fierce battle that Thomas, a national-level hunter, 
had been so seriously injured he couldn’t even be revived by healers. 
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It stood to reason that Jinwoo would’ve been wounded here and 


“V’m worried about Jinho.” 


“Oh......” Adam had been presumptuous in his concern for Jinwoo. 
Still, he had to ask. “Are you experiencing any pain in your shoulder 
or wrist from last night......?” 


“Hmm?” 


“Um, never mind.” Adam waved, flustered, when he and Jinwoo 
noticed the hunters conversing in small groups nearby stepping aside 
to let someone pass. 


They made way for Zhigang Liu and his subordinates, who walked 
right up to Jinwoo. 


Ah......! 
What’s going on with those twoP 


The room quieted down as the tension between Jinwoo and Zhigang 
brought everything to a standstill. The other hunters uncomfortably 
looked back and forth between the two of them. 


Why is Zhigang Liu doing this? 
Is this because of what Hunter Sung said earlier? 
| thought it was weird Liu let it go so easily....... 


Jinwoo had clearly been provoking his fellow hunters, and Zhigang 
had been the one to pose the initial question, after all. 


Would Zhigang be next to fall after Thomas? Nervous that something 
was about to go down, the others paid close attention to any minute 
changes in the two hunters’ expressions. 


Adam, who had unintentionally ended up stuck between them, 


”) 


turned pale. “Um, excuse me, SiIS...... 
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Adam snapped his mouth shut when Zhigang took a step closer and 
started to say something. Jinwoo looked serious as he listened. 


sae What’s he saying? 


Jinwoo didn’t understand a lick of Chinese. He’d screwed his 
expression into something approaching seriousness to match 
Zhigang’s, but trying to listen to a language he didn’t understand was 
rather difficult. In any case, it didn’t seem like he was being mocked 
or cursed. 


Adam whispered in Jinwoo’s ear. “He says he killed the giant-type 
magic beast on the Chinese coast that escaped from you in Japan.” 


Jinwoo looked at Adam, startled. “You speak Chinese, too?” 


“Since I’m in charge of the Asian branch, | can speak several Asian 
languages. Oh, plus a little Russian, Spanish, Arabic, and German.” 


For a fleeting moment, Jinwoo thought about how convenient it 
would be to have a shadow soldier like Adam, but he checked 
himself. 


Even during their brief exchange, Zhigang kept talking as if he had 
much he wanted to say to Jinwoo. 


“Then I’m counting on you.” 


“Will do.” With a determined look on his face, Adam nodded and 
continued to interpret for Zhigang. “Hunter Liu says he was quite 
surprised, as the magic beast was much more powerful than he 
expected. It was especially difficult fighting the giant in water.” 


Jinwoo had felt similarly when first fighting the giants. They were 
very quick considering their size. Zhigang must’ve faced quite a 
challenge battling it in water rather than on solid ground. 


As Zhigang continued to speak, Adam brightened. “He’s wanted to 
meet you ever since then, Hunter Sung. He was curious about the 
hunter who easily defeated all those powerful magic beasts.” 
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As soon as Adam finished translating, Zhigang finally smiled and held 
out his hand. It looked like Zhigang’s serious mien had been a result 
of nervousness. Jinwoo returned the smile and shook his hand. There 
was no reason to refuse a handshake offered by one of the best 
hunters around. 

Now that he knew nothing would happen, Adam could finally relax. 


This was the purpose of the International Guild Conference, to let 
hunters bond. 

Zhigang laughed as he said something else. 

Jinwoo looked back at Adam. “Is he telling a joke?” 


“Oh.” Adam listened hard, then chuckled. “He says he’s glad that you 
laid into Hunter Andre. Even though he wasn’t there, he says Hunter 
Andre probably did something to deserve it......” 


Jinwoo grinned. His first impression of Zhigang was that he was a 
prickly middle-aged man, but he was funnier than Jinwoo expected. 


After this exchange, the two men released each other’s hands. But 
then Zhigang’s expression turned somber. 


The smile disappeared from Adam’s face as well as he hastily 
translated what Zhigang was saying. “He genuinely hopes that 
Suspect S is not your father. He says he never wants to fight you, 
Hunter Sung.” 


Jinwoo wordlessly nodded. 
“There you two are!” 


Both Jinwoo and Zhigang turned toward the newcomer. The person 
had a presence but no magic power, so it wasn’t a hunter. As they 
suspected, their eyes landed on the director of the Hunter Command 
Center. 
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He looked at them both and nervously asked, “Could | trouble you 
both for a moment?” 


Jinwoo looked at Adam, but the agent shook his head. He had no 
idea what this was about. 


What was going on? Before responding to the director, Jinwoo 
widened his perception and scanned the movement of people in the 
room. 


Two people with a great amount of magic powerv...... 


They were being escorted by several people and heading in the same 
direction. Considering that he and Zhigang had been approached at 
the same time, Jinwoo concluded that this was no coincidence. 


Did something happen? 


Seeing Jinwoo’s hesitation, Adam decided to interject. “Oh, sir, 
Hunter Sung needs to go to the hospital where Hunter Jinho Yoo is 
stay—” 


Jinwoo put his hand on Adam’s shoulder and shook his head, then 
turned to the director. “I have time.” 


The director beamed and turned to Zhigang. “How about you, Hunter 
Liu?” 


“Sure.” 


“Great. Please follow me.” The director led the way, looking rather 
pleased with himself. 


* OK OK 


The two men’s destinations were different. Agents escorted Zhigang 
down a hallway to the left while Jinwoo continued to follow the 
director. 


That’s odd....... 
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Three powerful hunters, the two with the strong magic energy who 
had gone ahead earlier plus Zhigang, had been shepherded to one 
location. Jinwoo had expected to join them but was being escorted 
elsewhere. He tried to come up with a few theories before 
eventually asking: 


“Why am | the only one going in a different direction?” 


Director Brannon considered a response but ended up passing the 
buck. 


“There’s someone waiting for you. She’ll explain everything.” 

Jinwoo sensed a presence in the room located at the end of the hall. 
Huh? This magic signature is...... 

He hadn’t expected to ever see her again. 


“| see you already know who it is.” The apprehensive director had 
started to sweat. “We go to extreme lengths to keep her in a hidden 
location, but as this is such an important matter......” 


“Did the Hunter Command Center ask her to do this?” 
“No, not at all. She requested it. She said she wanted to see you.” 


Director Brannon opened the door, and Jinwoo met the eyes of the 
lady awaiting him. 


“It’s been a while, Hunter Sung.” 
“Indeed, Mrs. Sellner.” 


It was the Upgrader Norma Sellner, possessor of a unique ability. 
Considering how much time had passed since he last saw her, Jinwoo 
was surprised to see her eyes hadn’t changed. The intense fear that 
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erupted whenever she looked at him was still there. But if that was 
the case, what could compel her to meet him again? 


“| wasn’t expecting to see you again......” He sat down across from 
Mrs. Sellner. 


Adam was acting as the interpreter, so he stuck close to Jinwoo’s 
side. 


Mrs. Sellner politely bowed her head to Jinwoo. “I apologize for last 
time. My mind wasn’t in the right place back then......” 


Jinwoo raised his hand to stop her. He didn’t mean to bring up the 
past and solicit an apology from her. 


Mirs. Sellner looked at the director, who gave her a resolute nod. She 
hesitated but finally spoke with some difficulty. “Recently, | keep 
having the same dream every night.” 


Jinwoo assumed he hadn’t been called here to interpret her dreams. 
“What kind of dream is it?” 


“Every night, | see the top hunters becoming the hunted.” 


Someone hunting hunters. Jinwoo had a hunch this had something to 
do with him. 


“And a few days later, that dream comes true.” 
“You mean......cChristopher Reed?” 
Mrs. Sellner nodded. 


The director took over the explanation. “We warned Mr. Reed about 
the danger, but he didn’t listen to us. The result was...... Well, I’m 
sure you know.” 


Her voice shaky, Mrs. Sellner continued. “Powerful hunters who 
defend this world will continue to be killed. The ones hunting them 
will never stop.” 
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“In other words......” Jinwoo calmly cleared his throat. “You’re here to 
warn me to be on the lookout—” 


“No.” Mrs. Sellner shook her head firmly. 
This wasn’t a warning? Jinwoo wasn’t sure how to react. 


Mirs. Sellner pleaded. “You must protect them.” 


* kK OK 


“I’ve lost.” 


Two words Thomas had never expected to come out of his mouth 
again. The phrase repeated over and over in his head as he opened 
his eyes. 


He was in the hospital. 
When was the last time | was in a hospital? 


Unlike Jinwoo, who had practically lived at the hospital for most of 
his career as a hunter, Thomas hadn’t been in one since awakening. 
Jinwoo had started off as the lowest of the E-rank hunters, while 
Thomas had been an apex hunter from the start. How the tables had 
turned. 


The result of their match left quite an impact on Thomas. 
! really lost...... 

He felt as if his soul had left his body as he sat up. 
Taka-tak. 


Someone stopped typing on a keyboard. Thomas turned to see that 
Laura, the head manager of Scavenger Guild, sat by his bedside at an 
appropriate distance. Her fingertips hovered above her laptop 
keyboard. 


“You're up.” 
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Thomas avoided eye contact with her as he rubbed the bottom of his 
chin. He was relieved to see by the length of his beard that not much 
time seemed to have passed. 


“It’s been......about a day?” 


“Yes, sir.” Laura nodded. “The doctor who examined you initially said 
we should be prepared for you to be out for several weeks.” 


His condition had been that bad at one point. Laura couldn’t decide 
whether him waking up a day after that diagnosis was very much like 
Thomas, or him being unconscious for a day was very unlike him. 


Laura drew closer to him. “Should | call the doctor?” 


“No, not yet.” Thomas shook his aching head while massaging his 
temples. 


He could still feel the impact from that man striking his head. It was a 
horrible pain he never wanted to experience again, and there was 
nothing any doctor could do about it. Besides, there was something 
he needed to check first. 


“What happened to Mr. Hwang?” 


Laura opened her mouth but didn’t know how to phrase her 
response. Instead, she just shook her head. 


oan | see.” Thomas thought about it for a moment and then casually 
changed the subject. “Any other damages?” 


“Many hunters were injured, but they’ve all recovered thanks to the 
Hunter Command Center’s quick response.” 


Thomas couldn't help but raise his voice in shock. “There were no 
other fatalities?!” 


“Yes, that’s correct.” 
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oest ” He blew out a breath. 


No casualties after such a fierce battle could only mean that their 
opponent had gone easy on them. It was a crushing defeat. 


It was difficult to feel upset about such a loss. In fact, Thomas found 
himself in awe of Jinwoo. The Korean man had not only destroyed 
Thomas but the elite hunters he had brought with him. Rather than 
fear, he felt respect for Jinwoo. 


Thomas had always thought that power equaled truth, so the loss 
was a major shock to him. But though Thomas had been soundly 
defeated, he didn’t feel bad about it. Did his lack of regret come from 
the awareness of the power gap between himself and his opponent? 
He should’ve been furious at the defeat and raring for revenge. 


But instead— 


Laura interrupted his swirling thoughts by handing him a small 
rectangular glasses case. 


Thomas looked at Laura curiously. 


“Your sunglasses were collected at the scene, but they were badly 
damaged, so......” 


Clack. 


Inside the case was a brand-new pair of Thomas’s favorite 
sunglasses. 


Thomas chuckled as he put them on. “I owe you as always.” 


Laura had been worried that Thomas would awake in a fit. Seeing 
him react so calmly brought a pleasant smile to her face. 


“Just doing my job.” 
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Thomas stared off into the distance, then quietly spoke. “Mr. 
Hwang...... Make sure he gets the best funeral. He was still a member 
of our guild.” 


“Understood.” 


Laura looked up from taking notes. 


“Please tell Hunter Sung that Scavenger Guild...... No, |, Thomas 
Andre, offer him an official apology.” 


* KO 


Protect the hunters. Why would Mrs. Sellner say something like that? 
Jinwoo was confused. “......Why me?” 


Mirs. Sellner debated where to begin, then slowly recounted her 
dream. “I tried to remember the people who were chasing the 
hunters, but that was in vain.” 


The only thing she could remember when she woke up was that their 
faces were hidden in black. 


“So | decided to try something. | used my ability within my dream to 
try and uncover their true nature.” 


“Is that why you looked into my eyes the last time......?” 
“Yes.” Mrs. Sellner freely admitted how she employed her ability. 
Ba-dump! 


Jinwoo’s heart pounded as he thought back to their first encounter. 
What had Mrs. Sellner seen in Jinwoo’s eyes that had frightened her 
so? For now, Jinwoo set aside his curiosity and gave her his full 
attention. 


“What | saw was infinite power. But after locking eyes with that 
thing, | had no choice but to wake up from my dream.” 
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Jinwoo looked down to see Mrs. Sellner’s hands were shaking. 
“| still remember the voice | heard the moment | saw it.” 

Both the director and Adam appeared very nervous. 

“What did it tell you?” asked Jinwoo. 


“It told me to go back......and quietly wait for the war.” Mrs. Sellner 
got goose bumps, and she quivered as she recalled the dream. 


The voice in this dream was vivid and unlike anything she had ever 
heard in real life. But the words provided a clue for Jinwoo. 


That matches what the King of Giants said. 


The King of Giants had told Jinwoo about the impending war 
between the Rulers and the Monarchs. But the Rulers couldn’t be 
the only ones getting ready to battle, so the question was which side 
the creatures in Mrs. Sellner’s dreams were on. 


Meanwhile, Jinwoo hadn’t gotten an answer, so he asked again. 
“What does any of this have to do with me protecting the hunters?” 


aan Because it was the same power as the one within you, Hunter 
Sung.” 


Those words sent a jolt through Jinwoo. 


On that day, Mrs. Sellner had seen the power of the Shadow 
Monarch, so if she had seen the same kind of power in the killers 
within her dream, that meant they had to be...... 


rey the Monarchs. 


Jinwoo’s face darkened. 


Mrs. Sellner quickly continued her explanation at Jinwoo’s peculiar 
expression. 


“They are beings above hunters, so in order to stop them, we need 
someone who possesses the same level of power they do.” 
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The director spoke up. 


“Actually, we’re quite torn whether you’re the only one who can 
protect the hunters as Mrs. Sellner claims......” 


But if they had arranged this meeting despite objections...... 


“Has the Hunter Command Center changed their mind about me 
after yesterday’s fight?” 


With the truth laid bare, Director Brannon responded awkwardly. 
“That is correct.” 


The power gap between Jinwoo and the other national-level hunters 
was apparent. The unfortunate incident had provided them with 
hope. The Hunter Command Center needed Jinwoo’s help now more 
than ever. The US had lost one national-level hunter to the creatures 
already, so they needed to protect Thomas Andre at all costs. 


“You're an extraordinary hunter. Of course, we would compensate 
you for helping us out.” 


They were ready to give him whatever he wanted, including Kamish’s 
rune stone. They had given up scouting Jinwoo and annoying him 
with an offer he’d already declined. After Christopher Reed’s death, 
they decided the best course of action would be to ask for his help in 
protecting the most powerful hunter in the US instead. 


“tl ”) 


tours Jinwoo was torn. 


Mirs. Sellner spelled out the situation for him. “In this world, there 
are hunters who have been very blessed. Until now, they have used 
their power to defend the world. But without them, this world is in 
mortal danger.” 


Jinwoo made his decision. “......l’m sorry.” 


The director was shocked by Jinwoo’s firm rejection that left no 
room for any doubt. “Is it because you harbor ill will toward Hunter 
Andre......?” 
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Jinwoo shook his head. “No. It’s because | don’t know the enemy | 
have to fight yet.” 


Whoever they were, Jinwoo had never encountered them. Jinwoo 
wasn’t the type of person to make a promise he couldn’t keep, so 
naturally, he couldn’t promise to protect Thomas Andre from an 
unknown threat. 


I’ll keep an eye on the situation for now. 


He’d take care of things as best he could in his own way. This was the 
same cool attitude he’d had when he first entered that double 
dungeon. His perspective hadn’t changed since then. 


Plus, Jinwoo had countless shadow soldiers he could rely on to pass 
him information. If he planted one with every hunter the Hunter 
Command Center was keeping an eye on, he could respond to any 
attacks without delay. 


“Wf that’s all......” 


With a plan in mind, Jinwoo rose from his seat. 


* kK OK 


It had been quite a busy day for President Go back in South Korea. 


A fight had broken out between Jinwoo and Thomas the day before 
the International Guild Conference. Worried, he’d requested more 
information from the Hunter Command Center. Finally, he’d received 
word that, based on their investigation, the Scavenger Guild had 
been at fault, and Jinwoo wouldn’t suffer any consequences from the 
incident. 


“Whew.” Finally able to relax, President Go plopped down in his 
chair. He’d had quite a fright at the prospect of Jinwoo ending up in 
an American prison. 


Wait a minute...... 
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If he thought about it, who could hope to detain Jinwoo in the first 
place? He’d knocked out Thomas Andre of all people. 


President Go let loose a hearty laugh. 
| may have been worried for nothing. 
Ha-ha! 


He laughed so much that his throat felt dry. A bottle of water sat on 
a side table a bit farther from his desk. 


President Go quietly stared at the bottle and then held out his hand. 
The water bottle flew toward him, and he casually snatched it out of 
the air with practiced precision. Smiling, he twisted the lid open. 


Director Woo will surely have a story to tell me when he gets back. 
Ha-ha! 


Having Jinchul accompany Jinwoo to the US had been a great choice. 
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“Boooss!” 


Jinho went in for a hug with tears in his eyes, but Jinwoo easily 
evaded him. Jinwoo raised an eyebrow at Jinchul, who had 
volunteered to look after Jinho while Jinwoo attended the 
conference. 


“What’s gotten into him?” 
“| showed him this when he woke up...... 


Jinchul held up the newspaper he had been reading. The front page 
contained pictures of the defeated Scavenger Guild members, plus 
the face of the bloodied and unconscious Thomas. Jinwoo had 
thought it natural to save Jinho, but Jinho had only found out 
through the article. Who would’ve thought someone would take on 
both the best guild in the world and its guild master, Thomas 
“Goliath” Andre, in order to save Jinho’s life? 


Jinho was moved to tears, and he was unable to contain himself 
upon spotting Jinwoo. “Boooooss!” 


But Jinwoo’s agility was well above an S-rank hunter’s, and no matter 
how hard Jinho tried, he couldn’t hug the man. Dodging Jinho’s 
attempt one more time, Jinwoo turned quizzically to Jinchul while 
pointing a thumb over his shoulder. 


“Are you saying this guy read the article in English?” 


“Oh, the interpreter from the association felt bad that she was being 
paid to do basically nothing, so | had her translate the article for 
Hunter Yoo.” 
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“Bh ag 


The tip of Jinho’s nose was red, as if he was upset by Jinwoo’s 
continuous dodging. “Boss!” 


“Here.” Jinho took the tissue Jinwoo handed him and blew his nose 
hard. 


Honk! 


Jinwoo understood how Jinho felt, but he couldn’t let him slobber all 
over the expensive suit he’d brought for the conference. 


Calming down, Jinho wiped away his tears. “By the way, boss, when 
did you learn English?” 


It looked like Jinho remembered Jinwoo’s conversation with Thomas 
even as he was passing out. 


“| had a lot of time on my hands when | was a low-rank hunter.” 


Jinwoo had basically been jobless when he wasn’t scheduled for a 
raid, so whenever he could, he’d taken the opportunity to pick up 
some English to prepare for the future when his hunting days were 
over. 


| never thought I'd use it like this. 


He had fond memories of teaching himself the English language. But 
he never would have dreamed that his first conversation in English 
would be with Thomas Andre. 


“Oh right.” Jinho nodded. Considering Jinwoo’s past, he was even 
more touched by Jinwoo’s loyalty and willingness to fight the whole 
of the Scavenger Guild just to save him, a mere D-rank hunter. 


Jinho began to tear up again. “Boss! | will always believe in you and 
follow you to the ends of the earth!” 


His eyes turned red, and his nose began to run again. Jinwoo smiled 
but... 
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ae Damn this keen perception stat. 


His extremely keen senses heightened his perception of Jinho’s 
emotions, and it made him emotional in turn. He looked to Jinchul to 
avoid Jinho. 


“| guess he can go now?” 


“Yes, Hunter Yoo’s doctor was quite surprised that his injuries had 
completely healed overnight.” 


“Okay, then let’s get him discharged and head to the hotel. The 
Hunter Command Center has a car waiting for us.” 


“Understood.” 
“I'll get ready, boss.” Jinho began to pack with swollen eyes. 


Jinwoo watched him fondly, thankful that he was safe. Yet at the 
same time, he still felt bitter and angry at the culprit behind the 
whole incident. 


Greed, you know what to do when we go back to the hotel, right? 
sande Yes, my king. 


As they left the hospital, Jinwoo comforted Greed by telling him that 
he had to assume the position for only two hours this time. 


* KOK 


The Hunter Command Center had sent two cars. Jinwoo joined Adam 
in the first because he wanted to discuss a personal matter with the 
agent. Jinho got in the second car with the two people from the 
Hunter’s Association. 


Jinwoo opened the car door. 


Clack. 
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Adam was sleeping with his head leaning against the window. His 
shoulders twitched, and he shook the sleep from his head as the 
door opened. 


“Oh, you’re here, Hunter Sung.” 


Adam looked run-down. Exhausted from his busy schedule and the 
events of the last two days, he had bags under his eyes. Jinwoo 
looked at him with pity as the driver started the car. 


Jinwoo got straight to the point. “Could | have a list of the hunters 
you'd like me to protect?” 


This jolted Adam fully awake, and his face brightened. “Have you 
changed your mind?” 


“No, I’m just curious.” 


Adam couldn't hide his disappointment, though this wasn’t entirely 
bad news. Apparently, Jinwoo had some interest in the matter. 


Adam continued with a smile. “I'll create a list for you as soon as | get 
back to the Hunter Command Center.” 


Jinwoo checked the time. It was already nine o’clock at night. Was it 
his imagination, or did Adam look even more run-down than he had 
a few minutes ago after incurring yet another task? Sure enough, the 
agent looked like he was struggling to keep his eyes open and not fall 
asleep in front of Jinwoo. 


Tsk, tsk. 
Jinwoo couldn’t take it anymore and reached across the seat. 
“Huh? Whate” 
As he covered Adam’s eyes with his left hand, Adam’s voice cracked. 


“Hunter Sung?” 
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He froze at Jinwoo’s instructions. “Stay still, okay?” 


This would’ve been creepy under any other circumstances, but it was 
Jinwoo Sung, the one who had almost beaten Thomas Andre to 
death, doing this to him. Adam swallowed hard, trying not to panic. 


Jinwoo tilted Adam’s head back and poured a healing potion from 
the system shop into the agent’s mouth. 


Wh-what’s this? 


The agent was freaking out about being forced to drink an unknown 
liquid with his eyes covered. But as the mysterious substance went 
down his throat, he suddenly felt energized. As Jinwoo removed his 
hand from Adam’s face, the American realized that the drowsiness 
he’d felt earlier was not just gone, but he felt as if his body was light 
and refreshed like he had just woken up from a good night’s sleep. 
He was no longer fatigued, like he had never been to begin with. 


“H-Hunter Sung......2” 
How did he do this? 


Jinwoo just shrugged at the quizzical look in Adam’s eyes. “Trade 
secret.” 


“| see.” Considering how incredible this was, Adam didn’t bother to 
question it. He moved his body this way and that, his voice a mixture 
of shock and awe. “Hunter Sung...... How should | say this? | feel like 
even if you weren’t a hunter, you’d be successful at whatever you 
chose to do.” 


The praise seemed rather over-the-top, considering Adam was a top- 
notch agent of the Hunter Command Center who knew how to speak 
more than ten languages. Regardless, Jinwoo smiled at the 
satisfaction on Adam’s face. Besides, this made it easier to ask hima 
favor. The list of the hunters needing his protection was just the 
preamble. 
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“Could you also please organize a meeting with the hunters on the 
list?” 


That would be his golden opportunity to conceal one of his soldiers 
within each of their shadows to guard against attacks from the 
Monarchs. 


However, Adam shook his head. Jinwoo had been worried about this. 
Although the Hunter Command Center possessed great power, it 
might be too complicated to gather such amazing people together on 
such short notice. 


Jinwoo frowned. “Il suppose that would be too difficult...... 


“No, that’s not it. There’s no need to organize such a meeting.” 
Adam smiled as he explained the last item on the conference 
agenda. “Because we’ve got the Night of the Hunters.” 


It sounded like the title of a video game, but Adam seemed excited 
about it. “It’s this big party thrown by the Hunter Command Center 
for the hunters who attend the conference. If you want, you can 
meet everyone there.” 


A party. What better way was there to casually meet the hunters he 
needed to assign shadow soldiers? Jinwoo grinned. 


Perfect. 


He could get to the Monarchs through the hunters and figure out 
who were his enemies and who were his allies. And from there, he 
could figure out who to fight and how to fight them. 


“Sounds good.” 


Jinwoo leaned back in his seat as the car drove into the American 
night. 


* kK OO 
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The best hunters from all over the world along with their entourages 
were gathered inside a banquet hall with a 1,500-person capacity for 
the Night of the Hunters. 


“Wow.” Jinho gawked at the sight of the legendary hunters he had 
only ever seen on TV. 


Meanwhile, those same hunters looked at Jinwoo in a similar light. 
As soon as he entered the hall, he was the center of attention. 


“Hey, over there...... 


“| saw.” 


Le 


“He’s right in front of me, but | can’t sense his presence at al 


ag 


“He really is on another leve 
Jinho received as much attention as his boss. 

“So the person next to him is......2” 

“He’s the one Hunter Sung fought Thomas to rescue?” 


The Hunter Command Center had released a statement earlier that 
day to clear the air. Hunters were shocked that Jinwoo would take on 
the entirety of the Scavenger Guild to save his D-rank colleague. It 
was a sobering testament to the fact that Jinwoo wasn’t merely 
bluffing on that first day of the conference. 


“| will protect my family even if it means becoming an enemy of all 
hunters.” 


They’d seen the pictures of the aftermath of the fight with the 
Scavenger Guild and hoped that Jinwoo wouldn’t have to make good 
on his promise. 


In any case, now that the truth had been revealed, everyone wanted 
a chance to talk to Jinwoo. Their image of him had gone from the 
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monster who had beaten Goliath to the hunter who had saved his 
colleague. 


The first person to bravely introduce himself to Jinwoo was the 
chairman of a well-known company specializing in handling of the 
remains of magic beasts. “It’s an honor to meet you, Hunter Sung. 
I’m interested in purchasing the cadavers of the giant-type magic 
beasts. Do you have a minute to spare?” 


Since giants normally spawned as bosses in A-rank gates, it was very 
rare to find a perfectly intact corpse. A desire to grow his business 
compelled the chairman to make contact as soon as possible. 


Well, that worked out. 


Jinwoo smiled and introduced Jinho to the chairman. “I’m usually in 
charge of raids, and | let my vice president here handle business 
matters.” 


“Oh, is that so?” 


Flattered by Jinwoo’s introduction, Jinho proudly stuck out his chest 
and extended his hand for a handshake. “I’m Jinho Yoo, vice 
president of Ahjin Guild.” 


“Pleased to meet you.” 


“| don’t usually like talking business under these circumstances, but 
l’ll make an exception for you......” 


There was a look of satisfaction on Jinwoo’s face as he watched Jinho 
lead the chairman somewhere quiet to talk. 


That kid really is a real businessman now. 


With those two distractions out of the way, Jinwoo refocused his 
attention on the actual reason he was here. 


Adam approached Jinwoo. “Here’s the list.” 
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He handed Jinwoo a tablet that listed the names of the ten best 
hunters in the world in order. 


“The Hunter Command Center has a system that awards each hunter 
points based on performance. These are the top ten individuals with 
the most points.” 


Jinwoo thought it interesting to see a hunter’s career represented by 
points. He noticed that his name was missing. 


“So where do | rank on this list?” 


“lf we include points for getting rid of the giant-type magic beasts...... 
Around here.” 


Adam indicated the space between numbers three and four. Zhigang 
Liu, Thomas Andre, and Christopher Reed topped the list, so to have 
his name right below those three despite his shorter career meant he 
had been performing brilliantly. 


Number four is Siddharth Bachchan of India. Five is...... 


One through five were all national-level hunters, and the ones below 
them were extremely formidable people. 


Suddenly, a noise distracted Jinwoo from the list. The hunters 
seemed confused by the arrival of an unexpected guest. 


Once he spotted the newcomer, Jinwoo handed the tablet back to 
Adam. 


“H-Hunter Sung...... 
“Don’t worry.” 


As expected, the newcomer strode toward Jinwoo without any 
hesitation. Zhigang tried to intercept but was brushed aside. The 
guest soon stood before Jinwoo and took off his sunglasses. 


“Thomas Andre.” 
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Everyone was unnerved at the sight of the cool Jinwoo and Thomas, 
whose arm was bandaged, facing each other. Thomas stood a head 
taller, so he literally looked down on Jinwoo. 


“Hunter Jinwoo Sung...... I’d like to ask you something.” 


What could Thomas possibly have to ask him? Jinwoo thought it odd, 
but the national-level hunter didn’t seem hostile, so he acquiesced. 


“This arm....... Thomas raised his left arm wrapped in bandages. 
“Healers told me they couldn’t fix it because the magic power that 
hit me was so strong. Doctors told me the same thing. They said it 
was healing but would take a long time to fully recover.” 


Thomas had used his left arm to block a punch from Jinwoo packed 
with magic power. By the end of the fight, Thomas’s bones were 
shattered almost into dust. There was a good chance he wouldn’t be 
able to use his left arm again. It had mended to this extent thanks to 
the healers’ quick response and Thomas’s own regenerative ability. 
Jinwoo’s attack was unimaginably destructive. 


One question plagued Thomas’s thoughts as he suffered through the 
pain of his injuries, but he could only get an answer by approaching 
Jinwoo like this. 


Jinwoo wondered if Thomas was here to show off his injuries. 


Thomas continued. “You could’ve ended me along with everyone 
else in my guild.” 


Thomas and his subordinates had been responsible for kidnapping 
Jinho in a foreign country and then attacking Hunter Sung when he 
came to rescue his colleague. Hence why the Hunter Command 
Center had recognized that Jinwoo had acted in self-defense. They 
wouldn’t have punished him even if he had killed everyone there. 


Not that there’s any way to actually punish him...... 
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However, Jinwoo had spared everyone apart from Dongsoo Hwang. 
If Thomas had been in Jinwoo’s shoes, he wouldn’t have let anyone 
live. He would’ve had power as well as the justification to do it. But 
why had Jinwoo chosen not to? 


This question had plagued Thomas’s thoughts for the last two days. 
“Why......did you let us live?” 


Thomas himself had admitted defeat and asked for mercy, but the 
choice had been in Jinwoo’s hands. He’d even spared the guild 
members who had battled his shadow soldiers. Thomas was curious 
as to why. 


But Jinwoo’s answer seemed almost too simple to justify Thomas’s 
mental agonizing over the past few days. 


“None of you did anything to deserve death.” 


While his arrogant attitude had been annoying, Thomas and the 
Scavenger Guild had shown up at the abandoned factory to rescue 
Dongsoo, one of their own. Though they had attacked Jinwoo first, 
they had suffered enough for their actions. That was the conclusion 
Jinwoo had reached in making the decision to spare their lives. 


Thomas nodded at the response. “......l see.” 


Considering Dongsoo’s fate for his crimes, Thomas realized that 
Jinwoo was being genuine. What a simple and clear reason. Thomas 
had even more to ponder on, but he felt at peace. 


He smiled. “When my arm gets better, I’d like to have a meal with 
you. If you leave your number with my manager, I'll drop you a line 
later.” 


With his cautious invitation extended, Thomas turned. Laura, who 
was waiting behind him, bowed her head. And with that, Thomas left 
the banquet hall without looking back. The hunters in his way parted 
like the Red Sea. 
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Laura watched as Thomas walked off before turning to Jinwoo. “My 
boss was expressing his gratitude for sparing his and our guild 
members’ lives.” 


Jinwoo didn’t know how to respond to that. How was he supposed to 
get any of that from what Thomas had said? 


Laura explained. “He may not look it, but he gets embarrassed quite 
easily.” 


If she said so. Jinwoo nodded. More importantly, this exchange 
meant he didn’t have to track Thomas down to assign a shadow 
soldier to him. 


Having given a proper interpretation of her boss’s words, Laura then 
pulled out a small notebook and prepared to write something down. 


“If it’s no trouble, could you let me know how to contact you? Oh, 
and......” The blond beauty smiled. “Our guild master would like to 
give you a token of his appreciation. If you need anything, please let 
me know.” 


“Oh, thank you, but no.” Jinwoo politely declined her offer. 


Laura’s smile turned awkward, as if this troubled her. “Our guild 
master is a very......competitive person. He doesn’t like being 
indebted to anyone. So please, it can be anything.” 


Jinwoo was about to decline again but sensed it would be rude to do 
so. The issue was...... 


see | don’t really have anything | need. 


Jinwoo had already made quite a lot of money through raids. Ahjin 
Guild’s profits were well above most large guilds thanks to the sale of 
the giants’ remains alone. Of course, it wasn’t comparable to the 
financial might of the Scavenger Guild, but it was more than enough 
for them. 
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| don’t think I’d need their help, either...... 


But just as he was about to decline the offer again, something 
popped into his head. 


Wait a minute, this is the Scavenger Guild...... 


The guild consisted of the most elite hunters ever gathered. They 
had cleared countless dungeons, so they must have also acquired a 
great number of artifacts. Perhaps there was something worthwhile 
in their inventory. 


Jinwoo reluctantly asked, “Maybe a useful dagger......?” 


The Demon Monarch’s Dagger hadn’t worked on several adversaries 
with incredibly strong defense, so the Scavenger Guild might have 
something that could help. If it wasn’t up to par, then he just 
wouldn’t use it. 


“A dagger...... Understood. Thank you, Hunger Sung.” Laura finished 
writing down her notes with a wide smile and then left the banquet 
hall. 


Adam had been tense throughout Thomas’s unannounced visit, but 
he finally exhaled in relief. “Hunter Sung, are you going to meet with 
the other hunters on the list now?” 


“| should.” 


“Let me help you find them. Our agents are stationed throughout the 
banquet hall, so we can locate the hunters quickly.” 


“No, thank you.” Jinwoo grinned. “There’s no need.” 


Jinwoo had already deployed some shadow soldiers, and they had 
found the hunters within the banquet hall. All Jinwoo had to do now 
was greet each hunter. 


Adam was perplexed by this refusal. “Pardon?” 


Page | 266 


Jinwoo asked him a question instead of answering him. “So why is 
there one hunter missing? | can’t find number six.” 


“How did you know......?” 
Jinwoo shrugged, and Adam nodded as if he understood. 
Ah, another trade secret. 


Adam explained. “We haven't been able to reach that hunter over 
the past few days. The Brazilian government is secretly searching for 
them, but they haven’t turned up yet.” 


Jinwoo nodded. He had placed a shadow on number two, Thomas. 
Numbers three and six, Christopher Reed and the Brazilian hunter, 
weren't present. 


That leaves seven people. 
Jinwoo turned to Adam. “Let’s get started.” 
“Roger.” 


Jinwoo walked around the banquet hall and talked to all the hunters 
on the list. He asked Adam to introduce him, as he wanted to find 
out more about the hunters he was leaving with his shadows. He 
started with number one, Zhigang Liu, and finished in order with 
number ten. 


Huh? 
Is Hunter Sung trying to network here? 
But he’s only talking to hunters who are...... 


After having seen with whom Jinwoo was choosing to converse, they 
hoped the Korean man would also approach them. 


He’s coming this way......! 


Yes, of course I’m next. 


Page | 267 


The hunters who had been anxiously awaiting Jinwoo lowered their 
heads in disappointment when he passed them by. 


Soon, Jinwoo’s work was done, and he left the banquet hall with his 
entourage after assigning shadow soldiers to all the hunters on the 
list. 


Hunter number ten cheered, but others sulked and drank in silence. 
The next day, the Hunter Command Center was at a loss as to why 
alcohol consumption had been so much higher compared to previous 
years. 


* >K OK 


“Tomorrow is the last day, right?” 


Assistant Director Connor handed a cup of coffee to Adam, slouching 
in his chair. Adam sat up immediately and politely accepted the 
drink. 


“Thank you, sir.” 
Michael patted Adam on the shoulder and took a seat next to him. 


“| started to hyperventilate when | first heard that Goliath and 
Hunter Sung were fighting...... But I’m glad everything turned out 
okay thanks to your efforts. Good job.” 


“You don’t need to mention it, sir.” 


Despite his words, Adam’s face lit up at the praise. His reaction 
brought a smile to the assistant director’s face. 


“So what’s it been like with Hunter Sung?” 


Adam pondered the question. “Sir, did you know? Hunter Sung still 
works out every day.” 


“He works out?” 


Page | 268 


“Yes, I’ve witnessed it with my own eyes. He runs ten kilometers, 
does a hundred push-ups, and sit-ups and squats as well.” 


“What?” Michael’s eyes were wide with wonder. 


Jinwoo was the most powerful hunter in the world, yet he still did a 
daily workout routine. Jinwoo’s physical status was already beyond 
human, so it wasn’t like a bit of jogging would do much for him. The 
assistant director couldn’t understand why he’d go through the 
trouble. 


Adam explained. “I think he’s doing it more for the mental 
discipline.” 

“For the mental discipline...... 
Adam nodded. Based on Jinwoo’s casual attitude toward advanced 
technology, his commitment to not skipping a workout, his 


mysterious ability to heal an exhausted body and mind, Adam 
considered Jinwoo the living embodiment of amazing. 


Michael couldn’t agree more. “He...... He truly is a great man.” 


How great would it be if Jinwoo were an American hunter? Michael 
couldn’t help feeling jealous of Korea. 


Huh? The coffee tastes different today. 


He usually found this coffee quite flavorful, but today, he couldn’t 
bring himself to drink half of it. He found it to taste quite bitter. 


* OKO 


There was a rumor in Korea that if one wanted to locate the office of 
the president of the Hunter’s Association of Korea, just look for the 
room with the lights on late at night. 


President Go was in his office late again, trying to finish his work. 
There had been more incidents recently due to the growing number 
of more powerful magic beasts and awakened beings. It was the 
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president’s job to handle these matters. It was also the source of the 
president’s headache. 


President Go put his paperwork down on his desk and rubbed his 
tired eyes. 


Sener How strange. 
He’d had continuous heart palpitations as of late. 
Ba-dump, ba-dump! 


It had been a while since he was first diagnosed with heart problems, 
but something was not right these days. 


Is this......the end? 


His doctor had told him he’d be dead within six months if he didn’t 
retire. He’d made it one year and then another. 


Even if this is the end, I’ve had it good up to now. 
Gunhee laughed in spite of himself. 
Ha-ha. 


In the past, he would have pushed himself to stick around for just a 
little while more, but he no longer felt as anxious. 


What’s changed? 


What was the difference between then and now? After some quiet 
thought, President Go chuckled at the obvious answer. 


Thanks to Hunter Jinwoo Sung, Korea now had the power to stop an 
S-rank-level disaster. The country’s status had gone up because of 
Jinwoo’s existence. 


Maybe his heart had held out until now so he could meet Jinwoo. A 
bittersweet smile crossed his face. 
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“What kind of nonsense am | spouting?” President Go’s voice echoed 
in the empty office. 


Speaking of Hunter Sung, isn’t he back in Korea tomorrow? 


He perked up at the thought of Jinchul debriefing him on everything 
that had gone on with Jinwoo. 


Riiiing, riiiing! 
It was his phone. 
Who’s calling me at this hour? 


Had there been a terrible accident somewhere? President Go felt 
uneasy as he answered the phone. 


“Are you busy tonight?” 
It was his wife. 


ah My dear.” He relaxed when he realized she was checking on him 
because of the late hour. 


“Of course not. I’m heading home s—” 

The call suddenly cut off with the sound of static. 
“Hello? Hello?” 

There was no answer from his wife. What was going on? 


President Go happened to glance out the window as he put down his 
phone. 


He was rendered speechless. 


Everything he should’ve seen through the window—buildings, roads, 
even people—were gone without a trace. The scenery outside had 
changed to pitch-black darkness in a matter of seconds. Something 
impossible had happened. 
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“How in the world......?” 


Startled, President Go stood up......and realized someone he had 
never seen before was sitting on his couch as if they had always been 
there. 


A human......? No, this doesn’t feel like a human. 


Besides its strange presence, the figure also had a face as pale as a 
corpse, long white hair, sharp pointy ears, and silvery eyes that 
shone like gems. It was an ice elf, otherwise known as Ice Slayers. 


But President Go hadn’t sensed it when it entered the room. 


He slowly put the phone down and asked in a low voice, “You...... 
Who are you?” 
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Would it be possible to communicate with a magic beast? 


President Gunhee Go’s eyes were locked on his uninvited guest. 


The creature did not say a word. However, unlike other magic beasts, 
it also did not show any immediate aggression. It just sat there 
quietly ignoring the occupant of the room. 


In this momentary silence, Gunhee took the time to observe the 
intruder. 


It looks similar to an ice elf. 


Ice elves, otherwise known as Ice Slayers, usually appeared in high- 
rank dungeons. Their unique appearance was well-known among 
hunters. 


The uninvited visitor before Gunhee had the universal characteristics 
of ice elves but was also different enough to make Gunhee to doubt 
himself. 


It’s as if...... 


If ice elves were like individual trees, this particular creature would 
be the ancient tree that guarded the forest. Its skin was cracked like 
bark. Its fingers were tapered. Hair appeared here and there on its 
chin, and its eyes looked weary. This was what an ice elf would look 
like if it lived for several thousand years. 


Its appearance wasn’t the only thing out of the ordinary. Gunhee 
subconsciously swallowed hard. 


Page | 274 


/......1 can’t sense its presence. 


Although the interloper had entered the room and sat down on the 
couch, Gunhee hadn't noticed until he set his eyes on it. The hunter 
would have noticed any normal magic beast straightaway. 


Prem | cannot handle such an adversary. 


Having quickly arrived at this conclusion, he quietly turned over the 
cell phone on his desk and peeked down at the screen. 


The magic beast moved to look at him. “This place has been 
completely isolated from the outside world.” 


The cell phone had no signal, just as the beast had said. Gunhee put 
it down. 


“Am | dreaming or something?” 


Not only had this magic beast stolen into the headquarters of the 
Hunter’s Association located in the middle of the bustling city of 
Seoul, but it had addressed Gunhee in Korean. How could this be 
anything but a dream? 


“Argh!” A sharp flash of pain made him grab his left shoulder. 


This happened as soon as the magic beast pointed at him. Gunhee 
carefully removed his hand to reveal what looked like a knife- 
inflicted laceration. Strangely, despite his flesh being torn, there was 
no blood. The wound was covered in frost, as if it had been frozen 
over. 


How......?! 


Gunhee stared at his injury, then looked up. The serene magic beast 
hadn’t moved from its spot. 


“Did you dream up that pain as well?” 


President Go nodded firmly. “Il understand that this is real. So I'll ask 
you again. Who are you?” 
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“| shouldn’t have expected a mere human to recognize me.” 


” 


“A mere human...... ? 


The magic beast slowly stood up, and the furniture from the couch to 
the table to everything else in the room slammed into the wall. 


Wham! 
Oh my God...... 
Gunhee’s eyes widened. A cold air slowly crept into the office. 


“| don’t mess around with weaklings. Show yourself, Fragment of 
Luminosity.” 


No one had ever dared to call President Gunhee Go a weakling, but 
he couldn’t refute this creature. The magic beast possessed great 
power, and each time it opened its mouth, its voice shook the room 
like a thunder. 


“Now!” 


This magic beast was on another level. Gunhee’s extraordinary 
perception gauged the power gap between him and his opponent, 
and his forehead broke out in a cold sweat. 


“Are you concerned about damaging your vessel? But this vessel will 
expire soon in any regard.” 


But if it was hiding because it was scared... The magic beast raised its 
palms and aimed them at Gunhee. Cold wind gathered around its 
hands. 

“| suppose there is no use continuing this conversation.” 

“ea?” Gunhee had no idea what his opponent was talking about. 
The cold air shot out from one of the magic beast’s hands. 


Boom! 
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The blast swept where Gunhee stood and covered the room ina 
white fog. It was so thick, there was zero visibility. 


Two lights emerged from the thick shroud. They were a pair of 
golden eyes. 


The magic beast smiled at the sight and sent another cold blast. 


“Hmph!” President Go swung his arm and deflected the torrent into 
a wall. 


Boom! 
The wall crumbled to show an endless black void. 


As the fog slowly lifted, President Go was fully revealed. A powerful 
golden aura surrounded his entire body. 


“You've confined us in between dimensions. Impressive.” Gunhee’s 
voice was completely unrecognizable. 


The magic beast spoke. “Finally...... Finally, we meet, O bright 
Fragment of Luminosity. I’ve searched a long time for you. Who 
knew you’d be stuck in a broken vessel, unable to use your power.” 


Despite sounding thrilled, its facial expression hadn’t changed this 
whole time. It continued with the same frozen look on its face. 
“We've located all seven of you. Two of the Fragments have already 
been destroyed.” 


Gunhee was stunned. Not only had he been found, but two of his 
comrades had lost their vessels. The Rulers hadn’t expected this kind 
of counterattack. 


“That face.” The magic beast smiled. “I’ve always wanted to see 
panic on that arrogant face of yours. Now | can crush your vessel 
with no regrets.” 


“You can try, Frost Monarch!” Gunhee roared. 
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The golden aura covering his body intensified until light emanated 
from his body. He was the brightest beacon illuminating the dark. 


Still, even after this display, a mocking smile lingered on the Frost 
Monarch’s face. 


“Are you going to fight me? How futile.” 


White light then emitted from the Monarch’s eyes, and frost began 
to creep up from underneath its feet. Just as Gunhee’s body was 
covered in light, a chill wrapped itself around the Monarch. 


The Frost Monarch bared its teeth. “You’ve only borrowed that 
human’s body, while I’ve taken over this form completely. Do you 
really think you stand a chance?” 


The Monarch had let its guard down. Gunhee seized this rare 
opportunity and immediately lunged to get ahold of it, but the 
Monarch reacted quickly. 


Boom! 


The entanglement of hot and cold energy caused a tremendous 
explosion. 


Krakoom! Boom! Kaboom! 


As the fight progressed, Gunhee’s attacks slowed significantly, and 
his injuries increased proportionately. With each labored movement, 
he exhaled a cold white breath. 


“Haah......” In this extreme chill, this frail body could only last about 
two minutes. 


As the Monarch had proclaimed, the result of the conflict was a 
foregone conclusion. Gunhee’s body had reached its limit. He had 
consumed more mana than was possible, and his eyes were as red as 
the blood trickling from his mouth. His efforts proved meaningless. 


Shhhk! 
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A sharp spear of ice pierced Gunhee in the chest and emerged from 
his back. 


“Ackkk!” Gunhee coughed up blood. 


The Frost Monarch had delivered a fatal blow by producing ice from 
its fingertips. It sucked its teeth in pity. 


“Is that all your vessel can handle, Fragment of Luminosity? How 
pathetic.” 


Panting, Gunhee lowered his head. The Frost Monarch gazed down 
at him. 


“How long do you think you'll need to find a new vessel? A year? 
Two? But our army has already arrived.” 


Everything in the world would be gone before the Rulers’ soldiers 
could arrive. 


“It was your mistake to try to protect the citizens of this world. Did 
you consider us inconsequential and forget about us?” The Frost 
Monarch gave a victorious grin. “Well then......” 


For its finale, the Monarch raised its other hand. Cold energy began 
forming as the creature readied the final attack meant to end the life 
of the human vessel the Ruler had been occupying. 


“Ah-ha-ha-ha!” Gunhee laughed with his bloody mouth. 
The Monarch stayed its hand. “......?” 


Breathless, Gunhee glared at the Monarch. “Did you......think | picked 
a meaningless fight with you?” His left hand tightly grabbed the 
Monarch by the wrist. “Just as we weren’t aware of your plan, we 
have a contingency you know nothing about.” 


ails A contingency?” The Monarch’s eyes widened at Gunhee’s 
confidence. 


Was he bluffing? No, Gunhee looked too resolute. 
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Just then, the Monarch quickly jerked its head to the side. 


In that instant, an immense blast of magic power brushed past his 
face, so intense that it burned Gunhee’s right arm. It hit the wall that 
separated the dimensions and caused an explosion. 


Kaboom! 


The entire room shook. What would’ve happened if the Monarch 
had been hit by the blast? 


Baise That was close. 


Fortunately for the Monarch, it saw the move coming and was had 
been able to dodge the powerful attack. It laughed. Gunhee had 
probably spent all his power with that attack. 


“So was that your secret weapon?” It smiled mockingly. 
But Gunhee returned the smile. “That’s right.” 


The grin on Gunhee’s face, pale from blood loss, made the Monarch 
uneasy. Why was it getting chills when victory had been claimed? It 
didn’t have long to wonder. 


Craaack! 


The Monarch turned to see the barrier it had erected splintering 
from the mana blast. 


Is this what he was trying to do? 
But this was a futile effort, no? 
“Tearing down the wall between dimensions changes nothing.” 


But the spirit of the Ruler within the old man’s body smirked. “Do 
you......really think so?” 


Craaash! 
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The barrier completely shattered, and the world reverted to its 
original appearance. The lights from buildings, the cars on the streets 
below, the president’s office—it was all back to normal. As soon as 
order was restored, Gunhee unleashed the last of his energy and 
cried out to the floor. 


“Now!” 


Beneath his feet, a shadow split from Gunhee’s, transforming into 
the shape of an ant. It evaded the Monarch and leaped screaming 
out the window. 


Skraaaaah! 


The Monarch stared after it, confused as to where this denizen of 
chaos had come from. But it was a single ant, a mere foot soldier of 
the insect king. Still, the Monarch could not take his eyes off the 
shadow as it receded farther and farther away. 


Wait! 


The Monarch’s eyes widened. It should’ve realized earlier. The Ruler 
had been conserving his energy, even at the cost of his own vessel, 
so he had enough power to break the barrier for a reason. 


No! 


The Frost Monarch looked aghast as it realized the ant’s true 
identity. 


Whoosh! 


The confounded creature cast Gunhee aside and bounded after the 
runaway ant. Cold air soun around its hand to form a sharp ice sickle. 
In an instant, it was within striking distance of the foot soldier, but 
before it could land a blow, someone grabbed the hand brandishing 
the sickle in a death grip. Before the Monarch could react, it had 
been seized by the throat. 


Page | 281 


“Urk!” The Monarch’s heart sank when it saw the adversary who 
now appeared where the ant had just been. “You...... But why?” 


Jinwoo clenched the Frost Monarch’s neck tightly so it couldn’t 
escape. He stared at the creature, puzzled. 


“An ice elf?” 


Jinwoo had a bone to pick with ice elves. He had encountered them 
within the red gate but had failed to extract the shadow of Barca, the 
boss. He’d been left with only its dagger to remember it by. 


Just when | was getting over that...... 

Jinwoo tightened his grip on the magic beast’s throat and wrist. 
Crack! 

“Argh!” 


But what was a high-rank magic beast doing here outside a gate? 
Jinwoo had exchanged places with his shadow soldier in midair, so he 
was using Ruler’s Authority to hover about seven or eight stories 
aloft. 


He interrogated the beast. “What are you?” 


Its pointy ears and silvery eyes gave the appearance of an Ice Slayer, 
but there was something ancient about it. Plus...... 


“Graaah!” The magic beast gritted its teeth and shook itself free of 
Jinwoo’s grasp. 


What an incredible show of strength! Jinwoo had no time to be 
shocked as cold energy gathered within the magic beast’s mouth. 
The image of the Demon King Balan spitting lightning popped into his 
head, so Jinwoo instinctively bent his upper body to the side. 


Hwaaaah! 
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A blast of frozen air shot past Jinwoo, narrowly missing him. Seeing 
this display of powerful magic, Jinwoo quickly put some distance 
between them. 


Jinwoo observed the Frost Monarch as it dusted ice off its shoulder. 
This was no ordinary magic beast. His perception warned him that 
this opponent was stronger than anyone he had ever fought. 


However, Jinwoo wasn’t the only one caught off guard. 


“How did you......2” The Monarch urgently looked within Jinwoo’s 
shadow and was unable to hide its shock at the number of soldiers 
found there. “You have amassed such an army! Why haven't we 
heard from you?” 


When Jinwoo didn’t say anything, the Monarch looked into Jinwoo’s 
eyes and soon let out a plaintive cry. 


| see...... So you’re the contingency.” 


What was this magic beast going on about? While he was dying to 
understand what the creature meant, Jinwoo didn’t have the time 
for a Q&A session. If the hunter let his guard down even for a split 
second, his enemy’s blade would come at him, and that would be a 
wound he wouldn’t be able to shrug off. His shoulder, which had 
been frozen for only a moment, was still throbbing. 


As he quickly inspected his shoulder, he quietly summoned the 
Demon Monarch’s Daggers from his inventory. He held one in each 
hand. 


Is ita mage type? 


Considering how it had struggled to break free of Jinwoo’s grip, it 
looked like its strength and defensive power were lower than its 
magic power. Jinwoo was okay with that. From his numerous 
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experiences fighting magic beasts, mage-type enemies were the 
easiest to handle. One hit was usually all it took. 


Even if they had the same level of magic power, Jinwoo simply 
needed to avoid its magic spells to eke out an advantage. And the 
Frost Monarch could tell from the hostile energy emanating from 
Jinwoo that an attack without a plan would be inadvisable. 


After briefly agonizing over its next move, the Frost Monarch 
reached a decision. “......We are done here. I’m not interested ina 
fight to the death.” 


“What?” Jinwoo frowned. He had no intention of letting the magic 
beast off, so what did it mean that they were “done”? 


His opponent possessed an incredible amount of magic power. 
Jinwoo couldn’t even imagine how many experience points he’d gain 
from defeating it. He might level up close to ten times like he had 
after killing the King of Giants. 


lies Wait a minute. 
He had a sudden realization regarding the magic beast’s identity. 
Could it be......? 


The Monarch pointed to a broken window at the Hunter’s 
Association HQ. “Aren’t you here to save the human back there?” 


Jinwoo had rushed over because the ant he had assigned to 
President Go had sounded an alarm. Jinwoo’s gaze shifted toward 
where the Monarch was pointing and spotted the prone figure of 
President Go. 


President Go was unconscious and covered in blood. He looked like 
he was on the brink of death. 
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“Choose.” The Monarch materialized a large, sharp ice spear. “Fight 
me or save him.” 


With that, it launched the spear at President Go. 


Jinwoo’s eyes went wide. Time moved slowly around him as his 
perception sharpened to the extreme. The ice spear slowly but surely 
flew toward the president. 


Ruler’s Authority! 


He attempted to stop the spear telekinetically, but the magic power 
of the weapon repelled the effort. Enraged, Jinwoo glared back at 
the Frost Monarch, who awaited his decision. 


Jinwoo bit his bottom lip hard before dashing to President Go’s body. 
Hwwwooom! 


A powerful gust of wind erupted from where Jinwoo had been 
floating. He appeared by President Go’s side right before the killing 
blow was struck, and he knocked the spear off its trajectory. 


The tip penetrated the floor, and cold air began freezing the entire 
room. 


Krik, craaack! 


In an instant, the extreme temperature turned the floor of the 
president’s office into solid ice. 


Yikes! 


Jinwoo picked up President Go and floated them both in the air to 
escape the spreading ice. He came back down once the frigid process 
stopped. 


When he looked through the window, he saw the magic beast 
dashing toward a small gate. Angered by these dirty tricks, Jinwoo 
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summoned Barca’s Dagger from inventory and threw it at the 
Monarch. 


Dagger Barrage! 
Shhhk! 
The blade flew straight into the Monarch’s shoulder. 


“Argh!” The Frost Monarch glared at the dagger lodged in its 
shoulder and then at Jinwoo. It gnashed its teeth before vanishing 
into the gate. 


As the portal slowly shrank, Jinwoo gave up on pursuing the magic 
beast. Besides, President Go was in too bad a shape for him to 
attempt to give chase. 


“Ughhh...” President Go moaned in pain. 


Jinwoo pressed his lips together as he watched the old man struggle 
to stay alive. 


He’s too far gone for a healing potion. 
He had one other method to try. 
Jinwoo bellowed, “Beru!” 


Jinwoo could sense a familiar presence speedily flying toward him 
from the distance. 


Kra-koom! 


Beru crashed through several walls before arriving to kneel before 
Jinwoo. “You called, my liege.” 


Jinwoo carefully laid President Go down on the floor and stepped 
back. The elderly man had lost a lot of blood, and Jinwoo’s hands 
were stained with it from holding him for a short time. Jinwoo 
somberly watched the blood drip from his fingers. 
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Beru applied all his magic power toward healing President Go as his 
master wished. A warm energy enshrouded the president. 


Woooom...... 
But to the ant’s surprise, his patient’s complexion remained pale. 


“Sire......” He was afraid to look at his master. “My magic......isn’t 
working. | cannot heal him.” 


“What?” 


Beru’s hands trembled as he kept working, demonstrating that he 
was telling the truth. Jinwoo sensed that his soldier was consuming a 
great amount of magic power. If this continued, Beru would collapse, 
too. 


Jinwoo stopped the ant and checked President Go’s condition. Even 
with Beru’s devoted effort, the old man’s presence had weakened. 
Jinwoo didn’t know what had caused the hole in President Go’s 
chest, but it couldn’t be treated even if he poured a whole bottle of 
the best healing potion into it. 


Damn it! 


Jinwoo’s breathing quickened as he thought about how President Go 
had done so much for him. In desperation, he pulled out the Elixir of 
Life. But someone grabbed his wrist. 


“That’s.....enough.” The president struggled to open his eyes. 
“President Go?” 


Gunhee tried to breathe as if his next breath might be his last. He 
looked up at Jinwoo and Beru. 


cea You came. Thank you.” A smile spread across his face. 
“Please hang on a little longer. I’Il bring you to the hospital.” 


Despite the urgency in Jinwoo’s voice, Gunhee shook his head. 
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“It’s a waste of time...... Healing magic can’t reverse what the attack 
did.” 


“President Go!” Jinwoo was upset with him for talking that way, but 
he paused as the president’s trembling hand clasped his own. 


|” 


“Listen carefully!” Gunhee opened his eyes wide like a fire flaring up 
just before it died out. “I have seen the will of the Great Existence. 
Their plans, their enemies as well as ours, and what we need to 


Blood filled his mouth. 


“I’m so glad that we have you...... Who knew you possessed that kind 
of power......? Thank God......” 


Gunhee began tearing up as he looked at Jinwoo. He held the young 
hunter’s hand in both of his as he continued in a shaky voice. 


“The gates and dungeons weren’t for them. They chose those to 
protect us......” 


Gunhee coughed out a clot of dark-red blood. Jinwoo quickly tried to 
use the Elixir of Life, but President Go shook his head. He knew how 
bad his condition was better than anyone. 


“Someday......you'll have to make a choice. When that time comes, 
please......please stay on the side of humans.” 


The pain in Gunhee’s voice broke Jinwoo’s heart, but all he could do 
was quietly listen and do as the president requested. 


“| wanted to......fight alongside youngsters like you, but......with this 
body, that was never possible.” 


Gunhee was sharing this desire for the first time in his life. Some had 
accused him of founding the association for financial gain. Others 
insulted him by calling him a crazy old man mad for political power. 
However, what angered him most was not being able to use the 
great power he had received. Gunhee had founded the association 
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with his own money in search of a place to use his power, and he had 
made a place for himself where he could stay close to hunters and 
advocate for them. 


“Still...... have no regrets. | leave the future in the hands of young 
people like you.” 


President Go’s hand released Jinwoo’s and hit the floor. He shifted 
his gaze from Jinwoo to the ceiling of his office. Maybe it was 
because of his tears, but the normally dim ceiling lights looked 
particularly bright, so he blinked. 


“I’m so relieved...... Thank you, thank you...... 


With that, President Go said no more. Upon confirming that the 
president was no longer breathing, Jinwoo gently shut Gunhee’s 
eyes. 


President Go had never looked more peaceful than when he uttered 
those words of thanks. 


Jinwoo raised his head. 
Drip, drip, drip! 


The sky had been cloudy all morning, and the raindrops finally began 
falling outside the broken window. 


* OK OK 


The next day, the same set of breaking news graced the front page of 
every newspaper. 


First, the great Brazilian hunter Jonas had been found dead near a 
river. 


Second, the president of the Hunter’s Association of Korea had died 
of a gaping hole in his chest. 


Last, JInwoo Sung had returned to Korea. 
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Yay 
10: COMPLICATED THOUGHTS 


Christopher Reed. Jonas. Gunhee Go. 


The world was plunged into chaos as the media announced the 
deaths of these legendary hunters one after another. Who would be 
able to defeat whoever had taken down these apex hunters? 


The mainstream media across the planet reported on the legends’ 
deaths. The Hunter Command Center of the US released an official 
statement on the situation, indicating that they were working in 
cooperation with guilds internationally to try and apprehend those 
responsible. Understandably, this did little to settle people’s nerves. 
The defensive walls that had protected everyone from the threat of 
magic beasts had been torn down. 


Amid the chatter of the media and the hunter community, the 
Hunter’s Association of Korea released some video footage from the 
security camera in President Go’s office. 


“Oh my God!” 
“Ohl!” 
People couldn’t contain their horror. 


The footage showed two men: President Go and another man who 
stabbed the president in the chest with something sharp. It was easy 
to tell that the second man wasn’t human. 


An ice elf! 
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A magic beast that belonged in a dungeon killing a top hunter had 
been clearly captured on video. A close-up of the monster's face 
spread throughout the Internet. 


The impact of the footage was staggering. Not only could hunters 
hunt magic beasts, but they could also be hunted. A wave of terror 
hit the general population. Hunters had protected them, but who 
could protect the hunters? 


To complicate matters, people started arguing that hunters should 
not be permitted to leave their own country, since President Go had 
been murdered while Jinwoo was away from Korea. That shifted the 
focus back onto Jinwoo during this chaotic time. It was public 
knowledge that Jinwoo and President Go got along, so people were 
curious about Jinwoo’s reaction. But Jinwoo said nothing. 


A few days passed, and the investigation into the cause of President 
Go’s death was completed. A day before his funeral, Jinwoo quietly 
visited the Hunter’s Association. 


* >K OK 


Director Jinchul Woo looked exhausted as he entered the waiting 
room. “Sorry, Hunter Sung. I’ve been all over the place these past 
few days......” 


He fidgeted with his messy stubble as he apologized to Jinwoo. The 
day they returned from the US, the shocking news had sent Director 
Woo rushing straight to the Hunter’s Association as soon as they 
landed at Incheon Airport. That had been three days ago. 


Before he got to the reason he was there, Jinwoo had a question for 
Jinchul. “Why did you......withhold some of the footage from the 
security camera?” 
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The Hunter’s Association had shared only up to the close-up of the 
Frost Monarch’s face. They didn’t release the part showing Jinwoo or 
Beru entering the president’s office. 


Scratching his head as he responded, Jinchul sounded despondent. 
“The safety of hunters is the association’s number one priority. We 
decided that it is not our place to reveal the skills you chose to keep 
hidden.” 


Skills were like cards that hunters held close to their chests. Showing 
off one’s skills would be like revealing one’s whole hand. Naturally, 
the higher the hunter’s rank, the greater the effort to keep one’s 
skills secret, as it could prove advantageous during unexpected 
encounters. 


Jinwoo possessed a teleportation skill that allowed him to travel 
from the US to the Hunter’s Association building instantly. The 
Hunter’s Association had decided they couldn’t put this skill on 
display to the world without Jinwoo’s consent. 


“If President Go were alive, he would’ve made the same decision.” 


No one respected or patterned themselves after President Go more 
than Jinchul Woo. His eyes turned red as he spoke about his late 
mentor. 


“No wonder you looked so grave when we boarded the plane that 
day.” 


Jinwoo confirmed Jinchul’s suspicion. Jinchul had wondered as to the 
cause of Jinwoo’s strange mood, but it had been easy to surmise 
once he watched the video footage. 


“Was the magic beast too powerful for even you to stop?” 


Jinwoo shook his head. “When | arrived, President Go was 
already......” 
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Seeing the somber look on Jinwoo’s face, Jinchul lowered his head. 
“I’m sorry...... I’m Sure you're mourning him, too, but in my 
frustration......” 


Jinchul knew better than anyone that Jinwoo was not responsible for 
President Go’s death, and the hunter’s attempts to reassure him that 
he didn’t take it personally made the director feel even guiltier. 


“1 still can’t believe it.” Jinchul fixed his eyes on the floor. “President 
Go told me to hurry back because he wanted to hear everything that 
happened in the US. So why did he have to......2” 


Jinchul couldn’t finish his sentence. Jinwoo patiently waited for him 
to continue. 


“What did......President Go say? Before he passed?” 
“He said he was relieved.” 
“What?” Jinchul looked up in surprise. 


“He said he was relieved that there were young people like me to 
take care of the future......” 


“OR” 


The thought of President Go worrying about everyone else’s future 
during his final moments brought tears to Jinchul’s eyes again. He 
wiped his eyes and nodded. 


“Thank you for being with President Go at the end.” 


The peaceful look on his face showed that the old man had to have 
been sincere about being relieved. Jinchul was genuinely thankful. 


ei ” Jinwoo quietly listened to Jinchul. His thoughts had been a 
jumbled mess over the past few days, so it felt like his head was 
clearing thanks to Jinchul. 


“I’m going to kill him with my own hands.” 
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“Huhe” 


Jinwoo coldly declared, “I’m going to kill the magic beast who took 
President Go’s life, whatever it takes.” 


This wasn’t just for President Go but also a warning to the creatures 
threatening Jinwoo. 


Jinchul swallowed hard. Although the murderous aura coming from 
the hunter wasn’t directed toward him, he found it hard to breathe. 
Jinwoo’s murderous rage pressed down on Jinchul’s shoulders like a 
cold, hard weight. 


Jinwoo dialed it down after seeing Jinchul’s face grow pale. 
“So please save your thanks for later.” 


“Oh......” Jinchul nodded and tried to calm his racing heart. 
“Understood.” 


He then realized he didn’t know why Jinwoo was here in the first 
place. A hunter like Jinwoo likely wasn’t here simply to find out why 
the rest of the video footage hadn’t been revealed to the public. 


“Oh dear...... Now that | think about it, | haven’t asked why you’ve 
come.” 


Jinwoo made a request for something he’d decided on after a few 
days of agonizing debate. “Do you think you can arrange a press 
conference for me?” 


* KOK 


The venue for the press conference was mobbed by reporters. 
Jinwoo had been a newsworthy hunter for some time now. This was 
his first press conference, so no reporter wanted to miss the event. 
The loud chatter died down as Jinwoo appeared. All eyes were 
focused on him as Jinwoo began to speak. 
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“A group of highly intelligent magic beasts is targeting the top 
hunters. These magic beasts are stronger than any hunter and will 
use any means necessary to get to their targets.” 


A group of magic beasts? Was more than one magic beast 
responsible for killing President Go? The reporters were stunned by 
the revelation. 


But Jinwoo’s information regarding the nine Monarchs and the 
coming war between them and the Rulers had come from the King of 
Giants, the Monarch of the Beginning. The Monarchs’ first targets 
had been the hunters borrowing the Rulers’ powers. Three of them 
were already dead, and no one knew how many more they were 
after. 


Jinwoo had placed shadows with the hunters on the Hunter 
Command Center’s radar, but there was no way he could keep an 
eye on every single hunter out there. Victims could turn up in 
unexpected places, just like President Go. This impromptu press 
conference was meant to send a warning across the globe to possible 
targets of the magic beasts. 


“Before attacking, these beasts use magic to trap their intended 
target between dimensions.” 


This revelation was huge. And it was something Jinwoo could share 
only because he had met a Monarch in person. 


“If you think you might be one of these targets, please stick close to 
colleagues who can help protect you. But......” 


But? Jinwoo revealed the ultimate reason for the press conference. 


Ges But if you don’t have anyone who can help you, | can be reached 
through the Hunter’s Association of Korea.” 


Ohhh! 
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The reporters let out sounds of admiration. Jinwoo was the man who 
had defeated Thomas Andre, one of the best hunters in the world. 
His display of confidence made it seem as if the magic beasts were 
not a threat to him and relieved some of their worries. 


Jinwoo was also looking to kill two birds with one stone. 
| need to set traps using the hunters who are potential targets. 


That way he could track the Monarchs’ movements in case they 
targeted other retired hunters like President Go. At least one magic 
beast was sure to fall into his trap. 


As Jinwoo wrapped up the press conference, he was inundated with 
questions. 


“Question from the Daily News! Where did you get the information 
about the group of magic beasts, Hunter Sung?” 


“ve encountered them in the past.” 


Twice, in fact, the first time being the King of Giants in Japan and the 
second being the Frost Monarch in Korea. 


Shocked, the reporters scribbled down what Jinwoo had said. 
“SO you came away from these encounters unscathed?” 
Jinwoo’s eyes gleamed. “Yes.” 


Jinwoo Sung had survived encounters with those magic beasts! This 
was a huge scoop, so the reporters rushed to take pictures. 


Ka-shak, ka-shak, ka-shak, ka-shak! 


A reporter sitting farther back from the front of the press pool raised 
his hand. It was Mr. Kim, the reporter who had followed Jinchul to 
the double dungeon and wrote about the sacrifice of the hunters 
there. Jinwoo shifted his gaze to him. 
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Mr. Kim calmly lowered his hand and posed his question with a clear 
voice. “What will you do if you encounter the magic beast who killed 
President Go?” 


Jinwoo searched Mr. Kim’s furious and devastated expression before 
turning off the mic. 


err That’s all for now.” 


With that, Jinwoo stepped off the stage. As he watched the hunter 
walk away, Mr. Kim felt as if he’d heard Jinwoo’s answer even 
without the hunter verbalizing it. 


* OKO 


“Sir.” 
“Sir!” 


The two security guards were surprised to see Thomas. He gestured 
for them to stay seated. 


Beep. 


Thomas placed his thumb on the fingerprint scanner, and the 
automated door quietly opened for him. Thomas and Laura entered 
the storage room located in the basement of the Scavenger Guild 
headquarters. 


The two A-rank security guards were among the few people who had 
access to the storage room. If anything happened, there was a direct 
line to the penthouse where Thomas worked. 


Thomas strode to the innermost part of the chamber. 
“Are you really going to give those to him?” 
Beep. 


Another fingerprint scanner gave them access to where the items 
were stored. 
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“Why? Do you think they’re worth too much for the lives of my guild 
members and me?” 


“No, | don’t, but......” 
“Then do you think he isn’t good enough to use them?” 


It would be a waste of time to answer that. Laura’s mouth snapped 
shut as she realized there was no point arguing with Thomas. 


The guild master stood in front of the items he had come to retrieve. 
Although they weren't his choice of weaponry, his heart stuttered 
whenever he saw them. 


dues They amaze me every time.” 

Thomas admired them. Laura was still reluctant to give them up. 
“There are only two of these in the whole world.” 

“That’s right.” 

“Which won’t change in the future, either.” 

“You're probably right.” 

“But you're still giving them away?” 

“That’s exactly why I’m giving them to him.” 

Thomas grinned. 


Eight years had passed since the weapons were forged, yet the 
incredible energy they emitted hadn’t diminished at all. 


“The best weapons for the best hunter. You wouldn’t want them to 
just rot in here, would you?” 


As if in response to Thomas, the two daggers in the case gleamed, 
reflecting the light above. 
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* >K OK 


A certain gloom permeated the streets. 


The first president of the Hunter’s Association. Someone had to do it, 
but no one had stepped forward—no one except Gunhee Go. 


When the country needed someone to rally its powerful hunters, 
President Go had closed his own successful business without 
hesitation and rolled up his sleeves to build the association. The 
Hunter's Association of Korea had accomplished many things under 
his leadership. It both regulated and protected hunters and was also 
proactive in rewarding hunters who sacrificed their lives by discreetly 
compensating the families they left behind. 


Many of the people who had received help from President Go over 
the years had gathered at the memorial service to publicly mourn 
him. Citizens descended on the area until it could no longer hold any 
more people. They held a candlelit vigil and shared their sorrow. 


Networks interrupted their regular programming to highlight 
President Go and his life’s work. Footage of President Go calling out 
Congressman Junwook Nam played on a huge digital billboard in the 
middle of city. 


“| hope you all think carefully about who exactly will keep you 
safe when another S-rank gate appears on this land. You may be 
able to buy an expensive condo worth a million or tens of 
millions, but you cannot buy a life.” 


Walk signals changed, but not one pedestrian moved. They couldn’t 
look away from the billboard or their cell phones. Next came a clip of 
President Go’s longtime doctor being interviewed. 


“| was beside President Go as he watched the broadcast of 
Hunter Jinwoo Sung fighting the ants on Jeju Island. He told me 
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he wouldn’t regret dying as his greatest wish had come true. 
Little did | know, we would lose him this way...... o 


The doctor, whose eyes had been red since before the interview, 
eventually broke down in tears. It reminded viewers of the time 
President Go had silently cried with the families of the hunters who 
had lost their lives during the failed mission to stop the ants on Jeju 
Island. 


President Go had as many critics as he did admirers. However, on 
this day, everyone paid their respects to him. 


Later that night, Jinwoo stood at the top of Daesung Tower, a 
hundred-story skyscraper, unbothered by the wind. 


The bright lights of downtown Seoul caught his eye. A documentary 
about President Go played on a huge outdoor monitor. 


Jinwoo scanned the entire city like a hawk searching for prey. Having 
done this before, his shadows efficiently combed the downtown 
area. The information they gathered bombarded his mind, but none 
of it was relevant. There was no trace of the ancient Ice Slayer 
anywhere. 


This isn’t going to work. 


Jinwoo knew very well that it would be difficult to capture a magic 
beast able to use gates to move in between dimensions, so he’d tried 
to put a shadow on the magic beast right before it escaped. He had 
failed, though, because the creature didn’t have the one thing 
possessed by everything in existence: a shadow. 


Maybe it’s because of that astral-body thing. 


The King of Giants had told Jinwoo that Monarchs and Rulers were 
unable to become shadow soldiers because they had astral bodies. If 
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that was why Monarchs didn’t have shadows, Jinwoo had lost his 
best method to track them. 


dese But that doesn’t matter. 


The King of Giants had warned Jinwoo that once the other Monarchs 
learned of him, they would mobilize. They would return sooner or 
later, and this time, they would be after Jinwoo. Of course, when 
that time came...... 


Jinwoo growled. Ever since he survived the double dungeon and 
acquired the abilities of the system, he had never let an enemy 
escape. This ice elf had been the first to get away. Regardless of 
whether they were human or magic beasts, Jinwoo had an excellent 
track record with taking down his enemies, so he wasn’t going to let 
this creature be the exception. 


Jinwoo paused as he realized something odd about the enemies he 
had faced recently. When he thought about it...... 


Did | receive any notifications from the system when | fought 
Dongsoo Hwang or Thomas Andre? 


In the past, the system had warned Jinwoo through messages or 
urgent quests whenever there was a threat to his life. Dongsuk 
Hwang, Taesik Kang, Chul Kim—there had been no exceptions. Not 
only that, but the system had sent Jinwoo a warning when Ryuji Goto 
had gone all out during a sparring match. 


But the system never warned me about Dongsoo when he came 
after me to avenge his brother’s death or when Thomas threatened to 
kill me. 


That was strange. Any way Jinwoo sliced it, he couldn’t make heads 
or tails of it. 
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Jinwoo took out his cell phone to confirm something. Luckily, he had 
gotten the contact number he needed from the manager. It was one 
o’clock in the morning in Korea, but it should still have been daytime 
on the East Coast of the US. 


Riiing! 
As Jinwoo expected, the man answered after a few rings. 
“| didn’t think you would contact me first, Mr. Sung.” 
Thomas sounded surprised. 
“There’s something | want to ask you.” 
“Me? Sure, ask away. I’Il answer you as honestly as | can.” 
“That day we fought...... 
Magia What about it?” 
“Were you really aiming to kill me?” 
“| thought that was water under the bridge.” 


Thomas seemed reluctant to relive that day, so Jinwoo assured him 
he was asking out of curiosity. Thomas had no reason to hide 
anything. 


The American hesitated a little but answered truthfully. 


“1 can’t think straight when I’m mad...... So I really did want to 
kill you back then.” 


As Jinwoo had suspected, he really had sensed murderous intent 
from Thomas during their encounter. However, the system had kept 
silent. There was no question about it. 


Something’s changed. 
“Mr. Sung?” 


Thomas broke the awkward silence that followed his answer by 
changing the subject. 
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“Let’s get off this gloomy topic! Why don’t we talk about 


something awesome I’ve prep—” 
Click. 


Jinwoo wasn’t in the mood to joke around with Thomas, so he cut 
him off with a quick farewell and hung up. 


Thomas’s response had clarified things. The system no longer 
reacted to a hostile enemy. This was a huge departure from the 
beginning, when the system had forced him to confront his 
attackers. 


| can’t take this lightly. 


Initially, when Jinwoo had received a notification that the system 
would stop his heart if he didn’t kill his enemies, he’d had a vague 
idea as to its purpose. The system was trying to make him act 
according to its wishes, or so he’d surmised. 


But the fact that he no longer received urgent quests signaled that 
there might have been a change in the system’s intent. With that 
came more choice for Jinwoo, and he was able to show Thomas 
some mercy and spare his life. 


| couldn’t have done that if there had been an urgent quest. 


He was pleased to have more free will, but at the same time, he 
didn’t know why. Did it have anything to do with how the original 
wielder of Jinwoo’s power had betrayed the other Monarchs 
somehow? Or had their plans been uprooted after the architect of 
the system was killed? 


Jinwoo shook his head to stave off all the speculation and theories 
popping up in his mind. 


| need to organize my thoughts. 


He needed to set some clear goals now. One would be to kill the 
ancient Ice Slayer. Another would be to dig up some information 
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about the other Monarchs. It would be great if it targeted him first. 
But even if the Ice Slayer went after the other hunters, Jinwoo had 
set traps. Once the Ice Slayer was caught in his net, Jinwoo could 
accomplish both goals at once. 


The problem was time. Since he didn’t know when the Monarchs 
would appear, he had to prepare himself for battle against 
formidable enemies. Luckily, he had arranged for somewhere he 
could steadily gain experience points: Japan. 


Unable to restore all the damage done by the giants, Japan had been 
forced to abandon a lot of land. While Jinwoo was in the US, many 
dungeon breaks had occurred, and magic beasts had established 
their own territories. These creatures were the stuff of nightmares to 
the Japanese people, but to Jinwoo, they were nutritious food. He 
couldn’t help feeling excited at the prospect. 


His phone vibrated with an incoming message from Thomas. 


Mr. Sung, could you call me again? We still have a lot to 
discuss...... 


Just as the ground solidified after rain, it looked as though Thomas 
wanted a good relationship with Jinwoo now that they’d fought. Of 
course, Jinwoo welcomed it. He wasn’t so socially awkward that he’d 
reject a hand extended to him. 


But this conversation could wait, couldn’t it? He liked that Thomas 
didn’t hold any grudges, but it was too late at night for this kind of 
talk. Jinwoo quickly texted back. 

Sure, but later. | have some urgent business to take care of. 

A smile appeared on Jinwoo’s face after he sent his reply. 


This doesn’t change anything. 
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He would steadily increase his level in preparation for the future. It 
was the same as it ever was. 


Good. 


Jinwoo felt better than when he’d first set foot at the top of Daesung 
Tower. Now, as he descended the tower, there was a spring in his 
step. 


* OK OX 


Jinwoo wasn’t the only one who was preparing for a fight. The Frost 
Monarch had escaped to its hideout and summoned all the 
Monarchs currently inhabiting this world. 


Three men and one woman appeared in its ice cave. 


The Frost Monarch spoke before the four royals. “The Shadow 
Monarch is here.” 


It explained to them what had transpired. 


It was cold enough in the cave to freeze a human’s blood, but it 
didn’t bother the Monarchs. The real chill in the air came from their 
mood upon hearing this unwelcome news. 


“Didn’t you tell us there were no vessels strong enough to contain 
his power?” 


The King of Wild Dragons was unable to find purchase in this world 
for the same reason. 


But the Frost Monarch shook its head. “I saw him with my own eyes. 
It was him.” 


Two of the Monarchs who had already experienced the Shadow 
Monarch’s power on Jeju Island agreed. 
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The Frost Monarch proposed something to the somber group. “He 
represents a bigger threat than the Fragments of Luminosity. | shall 
eliminate him. Will you help me?” 


But the other Monarchs were unmoved. This opponent was the most 
powerful king among the nine who ruled the World of Chaos. 
Fighting him would be suicide, so the other Monarchs erred on the 
side of caution. 


One of them spoke up. “Wouldn’t it be better to wait for the King of 
Wild Dragons?” 


The King of Wild Dragons was the Monarch of Destruction and more 
than capable of punishing the traitor. 


The Frost Monarch bared its fangs. “Despite being outcasts, we each 
rule an army. How long will we drag our feet waiting for the King of 
Wild Dragons?” 


The dagger that had pierced the Frost Monarch hadn’t been just 
injured its shoulder. It had dealt a blow to its ego. The Frost Monarch 
had to repay the Shadow Monarch in kind. 


“If we want to eliminate the Shadow Monarch, the best time to 
strike is while he’s still human. Help me send him back to the Void.” 


Despite this display of determination, one of the Monarchs 
withdrew. “I will not participate in this.” 


Remembering the fate of Balan, the King of Demons, who had fought 
the Shadow Monarch, another Monarch vanished. 


“| do not want to end up like the Monarch of Lightning.” 
ae Cowards!” The Frost Monarch clicked its tongue. 
Only three Monarchs remained. 


A hulking figure turned to the Frost Monarch. “Where is the evidence 
that he’s still human?” 
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As if awaiting this moment, the Frost Monarch showed off the 
dagger Jinwoo had thrown. A green substance clung to its surface. 


“He applied poison to the dagger.” 


It was manticore poison. Although ineffective against Monarchs, it 
would rot the skin of an ordinary denizen of chaos with a single 
touch. Jinwoo had applied the poison in advance as a secret weapon. 
It was a detail-oriented and clever move but wasn’t the Shadow 
Monarch’s style. It was clear evidence that a human currently 
controlled the Shadow Monarch. 


The Frost Monarch politely asked its two lingering brethren, “Are you 
with me on this matter?” 


The Frost Monarch had power comparable to the still-human 
Shadow Monarch. But with the combined might of the others, it was 
sure that it could overpower their enemy. The two Monarchs 
exchanged glances and considered. Eventually, they agreed. 


“| will help you.” 
“Let us kill the Shadow Monarch.” 


The Frost Monarch resolved to instill true fear in the human who had 
wounded its shoulder and sneered... 
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